
Before the pandemic, nearly half of the 43.1 million American households that rent 
were rent-burdened; 10 million were severely rent-burdened, meaning that they 
spend more than half of their income each month on rent. (Peters, 2020)1.

COVID-19 Eviction Fact Sheet

Now, 128.6 million (37%) households in the US are renters, with close to 2 million
at risk of eviction resulting from COVID-19. (Tokarz et al., 2020)2.
17,330,000 million rental households (42.56%) are expected to be unable to pay
their rent and be at risk for eviction across the country, totaling $21.5 billion in rent, 
and an estimated 11,697,000 evictions being filed within the next 4 months. 
(Stout Risius Ross, 2020)3.
In April 1 in 3 tenants could not pay their rent and 1 in 2 expected to be able to
pay in the coming months. (Layser et al., 2020)4.

2 in 5 adults reported a job or income loss, the proportion of adults working 
dropped to 65.6% in May, and unemployment is expected to remain 
above 9% into 2021. (Acs et al., 2020)5.
The majority of the job losses have been concentrated within the retail and leisure
and hospitality sectors, meaning that “more disadvantaged workers (less 
educated, non-white) [are more likely] to be laid off and less likely to be rehired.”
(Bartik et al., 2020)

6.
Current unemployment benefits, $600 per month, have significantly 
different purchasing power in different states, being valued as low as $506 
and as high as $700 in some states. (Chien & Bennett, 2020)7.
The $1,200 given to individuals in the CARES Act was estimated to cover 13 
weeks of lost wages, which equates to $93 per week, combined with the
$600 per week for unemployment benefits, the lost wages for many have 
not been properly covered. (Goodman & Magder, 2020)

8.
Homelessness and risk of eviction disproportionality impact racial and ethnic
minorities, with 30% reporting homelessness in the past 6 months.
(Rosenberg et al., 2020)9.
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People of color -- particularly Black and Latino Americans -- make up about
80% of those facing eviction. Last month, 26% of Black renters and 25% of 
Latino  renters were unable to pay rent compared with 13% of white renters, 
according to US Census data analyzed by the Aspen Institute. (Yurkevich, 2020)

10.
One in four of those low-income renting families spending over 70 percent 
of their income just on rent and utilities. Low-income women, especially
poor women of color, have a high risk of eviction. Research has shown 
domestic violence victims and families with children are also at particularly
high risk for eviction. (Eviction Lab, 2020)

11.
Early interventions are necessary to prevent a surge of evictions once
moratoriums end and interventions should be targeted to populations
at highest risk, “particularly black and brown households and 
single-parent households.” (Cohen & Noble, 2020)
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